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Notes on “Biography of Kongzi” from the Tomb of Haihun Marquis
ZHENG Yifan (Berkley 94706, USA)

Abstract: There is a thirteen-line text that summarizes Kongzi’s life, inscribed to the left of the im-
age of Kongzi on the mirror stand cover, unearthed from the west chamber of the tomb of Haihun Mar-
quis. This text is parallel to several sections of Shiji, especially the ‘Hereditary House of Kongzi,” and
could therefore be seen as an early version of the ‘Biograph of Kongzi.” This paper focuses on dis-
cussing the sixth line in the current transcription beginning with  “Shang wu tian zi’. It is proposed that
the current transcription should be corrected as “chen shi jun, zi shi fu” based on the comparison to oth-
er transmitted documents such as Y uejueshu and the Gongyang Tradition. Although it is difficult to rec-
ognize and identify the corrected characters under the current circumstance of the image of the mirror
stand, it is well-founded to determine that “bi” was mixed with “fu” based on their similar character
forms found in other excavated manuscripts.

Keywords: Tomb of the Haihun Marquis, mirror stand of Kongzi, Biography of Kongzi, transcription
of the text
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